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Alan Goldberg Room Dedication 
Thursday 10 May 2018 
 
Welcome and opening remarks 
Mark Leibler AC 
_________________________________________________________________ 

It is such a pleasure, this evening, to be in a room filled with so many close friends 

and colleagues. 

 

Let me begin by acknowledging that this special event is taking place on 

Wurundjeri country and by paying my respect to the traditional owners of this land. 

 

Rachel, many of us have known you for a long time. To you and all of Alan’s loved 

ones who are here this evening, please accept our heartfelt welcome. 

 

Welcome also to Ron Merkel, who was part of that remarkable chambers Golan 

Heights milieu of Goldberg, Castan and Finkelstein, and who has agreed to say a 

few words. 

 

Almost six years ago, when the partners were planning the launch of what was 

then a new corridor of conference rooms here at Arnold Bloch Leibler, we saw the 

naming of these rooms as an important opportunity to pay tribute to people who 

had shaped the firm’s culture and values. 

 

People who viewed the law, as we do, as an instrument of social justice. We 

wanted the lawyers who use the spaces to feel their presence, and be inspired 

and guided by it every day. It took no time at all for us to identify the first three 

names: Arnold Bloch, Sir Zelman Cowan and Ron Castan. 

 

It was similarly clear to the partners when we discussed it late last year, that this 

room should be named after another giant of the law - we agreed unanimously 

and by acclamation that it would be dedicated, in perpetuity, in the name of Alan 

Goldberg. 
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Not only did Alan have an encyclopaedic knowledge of the law, he also had a 

finely tuned commercial instinct. He was practical, passionate, compassionate and 

outcome-focused, just as we seek to be at Arnold Bloch Leibler. 

 

And like many of the partners in this room, he wasn’t afraid to present powerful 

people with a contrary point of view. But it was impossible to take offence, 

because the view was always expressed so elegantly and respectfully.  Indeed, 

despite his eminence, Alan always exuded a sense of genuine humility, which 

informed what he did and how he went about it.  

 

I learned of one more example of this just a few days ago when Henry and I 

informed all staff here at Arnold Bloch Leibler about this room dedication. 

 

Soon after the email went out, I received a response from one of our most recent 

intake of graduates, Ben Needleman - I want to read you what he wrote: 

 

Hello Mark, 

 

My name is Ben and I am a graduate lawyer in litigation.  

 

When I was in year 9 at Bialik College, Justice Goldberg generously met with me 

and about a dozen fellow students to discuss contemporary legal issues.  

 

This helped spark my interest in law, and the following year I asked Justice 

Goldberg if I could ‘shadow’ him at the Federal court. To my surprise, his Honour 

kindly agreed, and I spent a few days with him at court.  

 

Although this was hardly a significant event in his Honour’s life, it was for me.  
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I was struck by his generosity and decency, and it affirmed my desire to become a 

lawyer.  

 

Now, 10 years later, here I am.  

 

No doubt you and others at this firm have far deeper connections with Justice 

Goldberg, but I thought you might like to hear how his legacy continues to 

influence even those at the very start of their career. 

 

Ben’s assessment of the close relationship between Alan and the firm was spot 

on. 

 

As a barrister, Alan assisted us in solving some of the most difficult matters clients 

brought our way. As a judge, even when clients lost cases, they always felt Alan 

had given them a fair hearing.  

 

In 2015, in the presence of the Governor of Victoria and the cream of Melbourne’s 

legal profession, we were honoured to host the launch a scholarship in Alan’s 

name at the Melbourne University Law School. And I know it is a great source of 

pride to Rachel and the family that the scholarship is now playing such an 

important role in the lives of talented young people who aspire to follow in Alan’s 

footsteps. 

 

Alan Goldberg was an outstanding lawyer and an outstanding man. The naming of 

this room simply formalises the reality that his contribution to the law, to 

Melbourne’s intellectual and cultural life, and to this firm is enduring and ever-

present. 

 

So it is now my great honour to declare this boardroom the Goldberg room, and to 

invite Ron Merkel to say a few words. 


